FORKS RIFLE CLUB NEWSLETTER
PO Box 14842

Grand Forks, ND  58208-4842

August 2022
Newsletters Posted to Website.  Newsletters will continue to be mailed to those members who requested mailings.  Other members can access the newsletter on the website <forksrifleclub.org>.  

Range Use.  The Forks Rifle Club shooting facility is to be used by members only.  The combination is not to be given to non-members as they are not covered by our insurance and will be treated as trespassers.  Non-members and non-member guests may not shoot firearms on the range unless participating in organized matches or leagues.  Lock the gate after entering or leaving unless there is an organized league, match or meeting taking place.  In this case, the gate will be chained open.  

Mowing Schedule.  Mowing continues into the fall.  Mowing on the west side of the range will be done on Mondays from 7:00 to 11:00 am.  Mowing on the east side of the range will be done on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 11:00 am.  This means that on Wednesdays from 7:00 to 11:00 am the sighting-in-range will be available out to 200 yards.  Anytime you are planning a trip to the range, it is a good idea to check the calendar on the website before driving out.  Even that is no guarantee, since you are sharing the facilities with some 500 other members.
No Shotshells on Sighting-in-Range.  We continue to experience damage to the target frames resulting from shotshells being fired on the sighting-in-range. Shotshells may not be fired on the sighting-in-range.  Shotguns firing slugs may still be fired on the range at appropriate targets.  If you desire to shoot shotshells at targets, you may utilize the backstop on the carbine range.  However, you need to provide your own target frame and remove it and shell casings when done.
Hanging Paper Targets.  When hanging paper targets on the target frames, please do not place the target right up against the wooden target frame or over the steel posts supporting the pallet target frames at 100 and 200 yards.  This lessens the chance of hitting the wood frame or post.

Salvage Lead.  If you cast bullets, the club has lead salvaged from the bullet trap in the indoor range for sale at 20¢ per pound.  This lead is from .22 long rifle ammunition fired against the steel backstop and captured in a rubber medium. This lead is for personal use and not for resale.  Contact Tom Reiten (701-739-1988) or Mike Knain (701-215-3239) if you are interested in some of this lead.
Junior Program.  The junior indoor program will get underway the first week in October.  The junior program is scheduled on Tuesday and Thursday nights.  Check the calendar on the website for specifics. Thanks to grants from The NRA Foundation (Friends of NRA Events), the club has first class equipment, including firearms, shooting coats, gloves, shooting mats, kneeling rolls, spotting scopes, and offhand stands for the juniors to use.  Becky Martin, Chief Instructor, is in charge of the junior program and can be reached at 218-779-9954.
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In Memoriam.  This summer, the Forks Rifle Club lost two long term members, who had a major impact on the club.  They were Steven Martin of Emerado and Charles Christenson of Grand Forks. 
Steve Martin grew up in a family involved in the shooting sports, particularly, smallbore and high power rifle.  Steve took to target shooting like the proverbial duck to water.  He excelled at both smallbore and high power.  He earned his NRA Distinguished Rifle Badge number 826 when he was 29 years of age, a feat that takes most riflemen much of their career to achieve if they achieve it at all.  Most do not.  At the height of his shooting career, Steve was stricken with an autoimmune disease, which he would battle the rest of his life.  However, Steve never surrendered to the disease.  If he could not compete, he could coach.  Growing up in a 4-H family, the 4-H B-B Gun Program was a natural.  In 2006, he took over the position of Chief Instructor for the Forks Rifle Club, a position he would hold until his death.  Despite weekly treatments, numerous hospitalizations, Steve never lost his sense of humor or his love for coaching young shooters.  During the last couple of years, more of the coaching duties were taken over by his daughter, Becky, and son, Joe. Whenever, possible Steve was there to help the youngsters figure out this shooting game.  Steven Robert Martin died on June 9, 2022 at the age of 62.


Charlie Christenson, as he was known, was a longtime member of the Forks Rifle Club, joining in 1958.  Charlie was a competitive rifle shooter, competing in smallbore precision rifle, high power match rifle, service rifle and long range rifle matches.  Charlie participated in local, state and regional matches as well as at the National Rifle Matches in Camp Perry Ohio.  Charlie earned the NRA Distinguished Rifle Badge.  Charlie wasn’t just a competitor.  Prior to his retirement, Charlie worked for the North Dakota Highway Department as an Assistant District Engineer.  Charlie served as the club’s range officer for a number of years.  Charlie used his engineering expertise to help create what now is the high power range on twenty acres of alkali soil. That was the start of what now is the W. G. Coulter Rifle Range covering 115 acres.  Charlie, a life member in the club, had not competed in more than twenty years but kept up with what was happening at the club.  Charles Robert Christenson died on August 15, 2022 at the age of 90. 
The Winners: The following are the results of the matches and leagues held at the range this spring and summer: 
2022 Red River League Spring Tournament, April 9 


Match Winner: Joe Martin 788-53/800

Handicap Winner: Kai Turner 810-6/800



Approved Light Rifle, April 23 

Rod Gigstad 580-10/900
Approved Pistol, April 24 

Robert Thompson 779-6/900

Vintage Military, May 28


Vintage Rifle: Ron DePue 273-4-3/300


M1 Carbine: Mike Hoover 346-4/400


Vintage Sniper Team: Aaron Hanson/Mike Hoover 376-4/400
2022 ND Outdoor Smallbore Championship, June 4-5
Four Position: Katie Zaun 1193-71/1200 (State Champ) (Junior Champ) 

Prone Match: Katie Zaun 1575-91/1600 (State Champ) (Junior Champ) 


200 Yard Prone: Hannah Vaagen 199-6/200 (State Champ)
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Regional High Power Championship, June 25-26

Match Rifle Gold Medal: Duane Holien 761-28/800


Service Rifle Gold Medal: Alex Flores 752-12/800




EIC Rifle (leg): Tom Thompson 459-7/500 




John C. Garand Match: Ryan Karrar 264-1/300
Approved Midrange Prone Match, “Summer Sizzler”, July 23-24

F-Class Open Rifle: Larry Brice 1186-47/600


FTR: Scott Kyle 1146-34/600

2022 ND State As-Issued Vintage Military Bolt Rifle Championship, August 20


Gold Medal: SPFD- Neil Jensen 284-5/300 (State Champ), VINT- Mike Hoover 

266-3/300
Silver Medal: SPFD- Ryan Karrar 279-7/300, VINT – James Anderson 265-4/300
Bronze Medal: SPFD – Marcus Moeglein 276-7/300, VINT – Rick Kraft 258-1/300

2022 ND State M1 Carbine Championship, August 20 

Gold Medal: Wyatt Gunsallus 339-3/400 (State Champ)

Silver Medal: Don Granlie 334-4/400

Bronze Medal: Marcus Moeglein 332-2/400
2022 ND State Vintage Sniper Team Championship, August 20
Gold Medal: Rick Kraft/Ron DePue 355-4/400 (State Champs)

Silver Medal: Neil Jensen/Ryan Karrar 353-8/400

Bronze Medal: Mike Hoover/Aaron Hanson 351-2/400
2022 ND State High Power Championship, August 27-28 

High Power Rifle: Ryan Karrar 779-25/800 (State Champ)

Service Rifle: Ryan Karrar 774-16/800; 
Kate Malard 725-9/800 (Junior Champ)

EIC Rifle (leg): Ryan Karrar 480-15/500
2022 ND State John C. Garand Championship, Aug 27 


Gold Medal: David Ludwig 272-5/300 (State Champ)


Silver Medal: Ryan Karrar 267-5/300 


Bronze Medal: Coby Dalgliesh 263-3/300 
2022 Summer High Power League


League Winner: Aaron Guliuzza 1964-51/2000
2022 Summer Silhouette League


High Power Rifle: James Mehus 71/100 

Rimfire Rifle: James Mehus 58/100

2022 Summer Handgun League


Centerfire Conventional: Mike Knain 1093-9/1500


Rimfire Conventional: Mike Knain 1249-11/1500


Centerfire Defensive: Joe Vacek 1450-51/1500


Rimfire Defensive: Mark Schneider 1435-20/1500

2022 Summer Vintage Rifle League



League Winner: Ryan Karrar 1360-27/1500
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Upcoming Activities:

Sep. 17th:
John Bonnet WWI Memorial Match, a vintage rifle match utilizing World War I era rifles.
Oct. 1st-2nd:
The “Frosty Barrel”, the last approved midrange prone match of the season.

Oct. 4th
Junior Marksmanship Program starts. 
Oct. 8th:
 World War II Memorial Match, a vintage rifle match utilizing World War II era rifles.
Oct: 23th:
Sighting-In-Day, sighting-in-range is open to public under club supervision from 10:00 am to 4:00pm.

Nov. 17th:
Annual Meeting
Dec.  3th:
Winter vintage sniper match.

Dec. 10th:
Approved 4-Position smallbore match.
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