FORKS RIFLE CLUB NEWSLETTER

PO Box 14842

Grand Forks, ND  58208-4842
APRIL 2024
SPRING MEMBERSHIP MEETING - MONDAY, MAY 6, 2024
7:00 PM CDT at the RANGE CLUBHOUSE
The Spring Membership Meeting.  The meeting will cover the organization the summer leagues and updates on club activities and projects.  Members who plan on shooting in the summer leagues should attend this meeting.  This meeting is held in conjunction with the May directors and executive committee meeting. 

Leagues. If you are not taking advantage of the leagues offered by the Forks Rifle Club, you are passing up some great shooting opportunities.  Leagues offer a wide variety of shooting opportunities.  Summer leagues start mid-May and run until early August.  Winter leagues start the first week in January and run through March. As a member, you can try any of the leagues one time without any fee. Not a member, you can participate in a league for $10.00 per time. The scores from the high five weeks are used to determine league standing.  Check out the <forksrifleclub.org> website for more information on the leagues.  Come and check them out!  

Rifle Silhouette. Big game hunters, you are missing out on some great practice during the off-season, if you do not participate in the rifle silhouette league.   Rifle silhouette league is on Monday evenings starting at 6:30 pm.  You likely have all the equipment you need, your deer rifle. Come out and give it a try!  You only fire 20 rounds a week.  Rifles should be .243 to .308 caliber.  Magnums must be loaded down so as not to damage the targets. The targets are full size armor plate silhouettes of chickens, pigs, turkeys and rams sitting on sections of railroad rail.  You get two and a half minutes for each bank of five targets.  The goal is to knock them off the rail regardless of where hit.  All shots are taken standing. Seven of the ten weeks all targets are shot at 200 meters (220 yards).  Three of the ten weeks are fired over the full course, with chickens at 200 meters, pigs at 300 meters, turkeys at 385 meters and rams at 500 meters.  A .22 long rifle smallbore rifle silhouette course is set up alongside the high power rifle silhouette course with 1/5th scale targets at 40, 60, 77 and 100 meters. So, bring out that .22 sporter rifle.

Outdoor Handgun.  The outdoor handgun league shoots on Tuesday evenings with relays at 6:30 and 7:30 pm and on Thursdays at 10:00 am on the 25 yard range of the sighting-in-range.  There are conventional bullseye and defensive categories for both rimfire and centerfire handguns.  The course of fire consists of 10 shots slow fire fired in a ten minute time period, two 5 shot strings of timed fire each shot in a twenty second time period and two 5 shot strings of rapid fire each shot in a ten second time period.  The defensive pistol is fired on an NRA police qualification target, while the conventional is fired on NRA conventional pistol targets. 

High Power Rifle:  The high power rifle league shoots on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 pm on the high power rifle range.  The league consists of the 200 yard stages of the National Match Course, 2 sighters and 20 shots for record fired from the standing position in twenty-two minutes.  This is followed by 2 slow fire sighters and two 10-shot rapid fire strings fired from the sitting position. The league can be fired with a match rifle or service rifle.  The club sponsors a postal league that enables shooters to compete with shooters from other clubs in the region. 

Remember to display your membership cards while utilizing the club facilities.
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As-Issued Vintage Military Rifle League.  The as-issued military rifle league shoots on the high power rifle range on Thursday evenings at 6:30 pm. As-issued military rifles, M1 Garand and bolt action military rifles dating back to the 1890’s are generally permitted.  The course of fire is 35 shots: 5 sighters and 10 shots slow fire prone fired in fifteen minutes, 10 shots rapid fire prone fired in eighty seconds and 10 shots slow fire standing fired in ten minutes.  If you have an old military rifle in the closet or gun safe, bring it out and give it a try.

Own an AR Rifle?  Most of our members probably have at least one AR based rifle.  They are truly the “American Sporting Rifle.”  The basic AR-15 patterned after the military M-16 variants are the most common rifle used in the NRA and CMP service rifle competitions.  Many club members are reluctant to jump into the high power league or matches.  The NRA has come up with a solution.  It is called AR-Tactical and it is fired as part of the midrange prone competition.  

The NRA Mid-Range (Prone) Tactical Rifle (AR) program is designed to provide civilian, military, and police shooters with an opportunity to shoot NRA Mid-Range Prone competition along-side of other Mid-Range Prone shooters in matches using semi-automatic rifles built on an “AR-Platform” and equipment generally thought of as being “tactical” in design and use. These rifles need to be configured to closely replicate the tactical rifles (semi-automatic) and equipment used by the United States Military and America’s Law Enforcement Community in “mid-range” tactical applications, more “off the rack” or “stock” than “competition” and more of a “tactical design” than “match design.” These rifles can chambered in two classes, (1) those in caliber 223/5.56mm and (2) those chambered larger than .223/5.56mm up to and including .308 cal./7.62mm. 
The course of fire is the same courses of fire currently used for other NRA Mid-Range (Prone) High Power Competition (300,500 & 600 yards) and are designed to be fired concurrently with other forms of Mid-Range competition. The targets will be the same targets that are used for Service Rifle, Match Rifle and Palma Rifle Mid-Range Prone competition. Telescopic sights up to 16-power will be al​lowed, but not required. Because this is prone competition, shooters may use tactical front rests such as Harris-type bipods or backpack and limited rear rests of the type one might find used in military or police tactical situations.
The club plans to schedule some Sunday afternoon practice sessions to give members an opportunity to try this new competition.  For more detailed information refer to page 68 of the 2024 NRA  High Power Rifle Rule Book available at <nra.org>.
The Winners Were: 
Approved 4-Position – Ryan Karrar 769-34/800 
Light Rifle Sectional - Travis Jorgenson 580-5/600. 
3-Position Sectional – Joseph Martin1144-43 /1200.  
3-Position State – Joseph Martin 861-32/900.  
4-Position Sectional – Joseph Martin 795-65/800.  
4-Position State – Joe Martin1197-95 /1200.  
Handgun League: 
Conventional – Joe Vacek 1387-28/1500. 
Defensive – Robert Thompson 1471-64/1500. 
Light Rifle League: 
Light Rifle – Rod Gigstad 965/1000. 
Paper Silhouette – Rod Gigstad - 86/100. 
Members are reminded that exploding targets, tracer or incendiary ammunition, and fireworks or pyrotechnics of any type are prohibited on the range.  We are in the middle of thousands of acres of CRP and pasture and cannot risk starting a fire.
